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Subpart 1819.71—NASA Rural 
Area Small Business Plan 

1819.7101 Definition. 
Rural area means a county with a 

population of fewer than twenty thou-
sand individuals. 

1819.7102 General. 
Pursuant to Public Law 100–590, 

NASA established a Rural Area Busi-
ness Enterprise Development Plan, in-
cluding methods for encouraging prime 
and subcontractors to use small busi-
ness concerns located in rural areas as 
subcontractors and suppliers. One 
method is to encourage the contractor 
to use its best efforts to comply with 
the intent of the statute. 

1819.7103 Solicitation provision and 
contract clause. 

The contracting officer shall insert 
the clause at 1852.219–74, Use of Rural 
Area Small Businesses, in solicitations 
and contracts that offer subcontracting 
possibilities or that are expected to ex-
ceed $500,000 ($1,000,000 for construction 
of public facility) unless the contract, 
together with all its subcontracts, is to 
be performed entirely outside of any 
State, territory, or possession of the 
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
and the Trust Territory of the Pacific 
Islands. 

Subpart 1819.72—NASA Mentor- 
Protégé Program 

1819.7201 Scope of subpart. 
The NASA Mentor-Protégé Program 

is designed to incentivize NASA prime 
contractors to assist small disadvan-
taged business (SDB) concerns, Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs), minority institutions (MIs), 
and women-owned small business 
(WOSB) concerns, in enhancing their 
capabilities to perform NASA con-
tracts and subcontracts, foster the es-
tablishment of long-term business rela-
tionships between these entities and 
NASA prime contractors, and increase 
the overall number of these entities 
that receive NASA contract and sub-
contract awards. 

[64 FR 10571, Mar. 5, 1999] 

1819.7202 Definitions. 
High-Tech is defined in 1819.001. 

1819.7203 Non-affiliation. 
For purposes of the Small Business 

Act, a protégé firm may not be consid-
ered an affiliate of a mentor firm sole-
ly on the basis that the protégé firm is 
receiving developmental assistance re-
ferred to in 1819.7214 from such mentor 
firm under the Program. In addition, 
NASA shall not consider partial owner-
ship, up to 10 percent, of a Department 
of Defense (DOD)-sanctioned protégé 
firm by its DOD mentor to constitute 
affiliation. 

1819.7204 Transportability of features 
from the Department of Defense 
(DOD) Mentor-Protégé program to 
NASA contractors. 

(a) In accordance with the benefits 
authorized by the DOD Mentor-Protégé 
Program (Public Law 101–510, Section 
831, as amended by Public Law 102–190, 
Section 814), a NASA contractor who is 
also an approved DOD mentor can 
transfer credit features to their NASA 
contracts. 

(b) NASA prime contractors, who are 
approved DOD mentors, can award sub-
contracts noncompetitively under their 
NASA contracts to the protégés which 
they are assisting under the DOD Pro-
gram (Public Law 101–510, Section 
831(f)(2)). 

(c) NASA prime contractors may 
count the costs of developmental as-
sistance provided of protégés being as-
sisted under the DOD Program toward 
meeting the goals in their subcon-
tracting plans under their NASA prime 
contracts (Public Law 102–190, Section 
814). Limitations which may reduce the 
value of this benefit include: 

(1) Credit toward attaining subcon-
tracting goals is available only to the 
extent that the developmental assist-
ance costs have not been reimbursed to 
the contractor by DOD as direct or in-
direct costs; or 

(2) The credit is available to meet the 
goals of a NASA subcontracting plan 
only to the extent that it has not been 
applied to a DOD subcontracting plan. 
The same unreimbursed developmental 
assistance costs cannot be counted to-
ward meeting the subcontracting goals 
of more than one prime contract. These 
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costs would accrue from credit for the 
multiples attributed to assistance pro-
vided by Small Business Development 
Centers, Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities and minority institu-
tions. 

(d) The features identified in para-
graphs (a), (b) and (c) of this section 
point out the portability of features 
from the DOD Mentor-Protégé Pro-
gram to NASA prime contractors. 
NASA mentors will be held to show 
‘‘good faith’’ by providing actual devel-
opmental assistance beyond transfer-
ring credit from activity in the DOD 
Program to NASA subcontracting 
plans. 

1819.7205 General policy. 

(a) Eligible large business prime con-
tractors, not included on the ‘‘List of 
Parties Excluded from Federal Pro-
curement and Nonprocurement Pro-
grams’’, who have at least one active 
subcontracting plan, and who are ap-
proved as mentor firms may enter into 
agreements with eligible entities (as 
defined in 1819.7209) as protégés to pro-
vide appropriate developmental assist-
ance to enhance the capabilities of 
protégés to perform as subcontractors 
and suppliers. Eligible small business 
prime contractors, not included on the 
‘‘List of Parties Excluded from Federal 
Procurement and Nonprocurement Pro-
grams’’, and that are capable of pro-
viding developmental assistance to 
protégés, may also be approved as men-
tors. An active mentor-protégé ar-
rangement requires the protégé to be a 
subcontractor under the mentor’s 
prime contract with NASA. 

(b) The Mentor-Protégé program may 
be used in cost reimbursement type 
contracts and contracts that include 
an award fee incentive. Costs incurred 
by a mentor to provide the develop-
mental assistance described in 1819.7214 
are allowable. Except for cost-plus- 
award-fee contracts, such proposed 
costs shall not be included in the cost 
base used to develop a fee objective or 
to negotiate fee. On contracts with an 
award fee incentive, a contractor’s 
Mentor-Protégé efforts shall be evalu-
ated under the award fee evaluations. 

[62 FR 36707, July 9, 1997, as amended at 64 
FR 10571, Mar. 5, 1999] 

1819.7206 Incentives for prime con-
tractor participation. 

(a) Proposed mentor-protégé efforts, 
except for the extent of participation 
of protégés as subcontractors, shall be 
evaluated under the Mission Suit-
ability factor. The participation of 
SDB protégés as subcontractors shall 
be evaluated separately as a Mission 
Suitability subfactor (see FAR 
15.304(c)(4) and 19.1202). The participa-
tion of other categories of protégés as 
subcontractors may be evaluated sepa-
rately as part of the evaluation of pro-
posed subcontracted efforts. 

(b) Under contracts with award fee 
incentives, approved mentor firms 
shall be eligible to earn award fee asso-
ciated with their performance as a 
mentor by performance evaluation pe-
riod. For purposes of earning award fee, 
the mentor firm’s performance shall be 
evaluated against the criteria de-
scribed in the clause at 1852.219–79, 
Mentor Requirements and Evaluation. 
This award fee evaluation shall not in-
clude assessment of the contractor’s 
achievement of FAR 52.219–9 subcon-
tracting plan SDB goals or proposed 
monetary targets for SDB subcon-
tracting (see FAR 19.1203). 

[64 FR 10571, Mar. 5, 1999, as amended at 65 
FR 30013, May 10, 2000; 65 FR 46628, July 31, 
2000] 

1819.7207 Measurement of Program 
success. 

The overall success of the NASA 
Mentor-Protégé Program encom-
passing all participating mentors and 
protégés will be measured by the ex-
tent to which it results in: 

(a) An increase in the number, dollar 
value and percentage of subcontractors 
awarded to protégés by mentor firms 
under NASA contracts since the date of 
entry into the Program; 

(b) An increase in the number and 
dollar value of contract and sub-
contract awards to protégé firms since 
the time of their entry into the Pro-
gram (under NASA contracts, con-
tracts awarded by other Federal agen-
cies and under commercial contracts); 

(c) An increase in the number and 
dollar value of subcontracts awarded to 
a protégé firm by its mentor firm; and 
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